WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 


T 1. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device, each of the at least one socket including a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures fop receiving plug blades, the 
cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative no the cover plate and a back 
surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate through the front and' bac^^/surf aces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the blade apertufres are in substantial alignment 
with the blade apertures of the at least one socket when the 
cover plate is affixed to the/ electrical outlet for receiving the 
plug blades; and 

at least one securing afperture extending through the cover 
plate through the front and/ back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the at least one securing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with' a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical/ outlet for receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to 
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the receptacle; 

the front surface of the co^er plate containing a single 
line extending substantially in/ a rectangle around the blade 
apertures and the at least /One/ securing aperture, the front 
surface otherwise being ccotcjMuous, having uniform topography, 
and being free of any otherUapertures ; 

the cover plate being a single component and being solid 
except for the blade apertpres and the at least one securing 
aperture . 

2. The cover plate 6fu61a.lm 1, wherein the line comprises 
an indented line indented relative to the remainder of the front 
surface . 

3 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the line comprises 
a raised line raised relative to the remainder of the front 
surface. 

4 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the front surface 
is substantially planar. 

5. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein a substantial 
portion of the front surface is substantially planar. 

6 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one socket. 
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7 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the back surface 
includes at least one thinned receiving area sized to receive the 
at least one socket of the receptacle such that the at least one 
receiving area receives and mates to the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

8 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the front surface 
covers the entire face of the at least one socket except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

^ 9 . The cover plate of c^aim 1 , wherein the receptacle 
includes a face portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket, and the frontr surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cover the entire face .portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of i2ie at least one. socket and the at least one 
securing aperturef of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the/electrical outlet. 

10. Th/6 cover plate of claim 1, wherein the front surface 

>other thai/ the indented line is substantially smooth. 

a - 

The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the electrical 
outlet is disposed in a hole, and the front surface is sized to 
cover the entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at 
least one socket and the at least one securing aperture of the 
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receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet . 

^ 12 . A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a /receptacle having at least one 
socket, each of the at least/ one socket including a face and a 
plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the cover 
plate comprising: 

a front surface fojk facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally/relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface for facing yoward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate and through the front and back surfaces and positioned in 
the cover plater so the blade apertures are in substantial 
alignment with the blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the coyer plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades; 

the yfront surface containing a single line extending 
substantially in a rectangle around the blade apertures and the 
at least one securing aperture, the front surface otherwise being 
continuous, having uniform topography, and being free of any 
othejr apertures; 

the cover plate being a single, solid component except for 
^Jth& blade apertures . 
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13. The cover plate of claim IE, wherein the line comprises 
an indented line indented relative /to the remainder of the front 
surface . 

14. The cover plate of cla^im 12, wherein the line comprises 
a raised line raised relative fo the remainder of the front 
surface . 


15 . The cover /plate >6f 
portion of the fro At sjaxtc 
16. The cover 


claim 12, wherein a substantial 
is substantially planar, 
f claim 12 , wherein the front surface 


is sized to cover the entire face of the at least one socket 
except for the blade apertures of the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

17. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the front surface 
is sized to cover the entire face of the at least one socket 
except for the blac^e apertures of the at least one socket. 

18. The coyer plate of claim 12, wherein the receptacle 
includes a facer portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket, aftid the front surface of the cover plate is sized* to 
cover the dntire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affiled to the electrical outlet. 


19. The cover 
other than the line 



of claim 12, wherein the front surface 
stantially smooth. 
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20. The cover plate of/ claim 12, wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one socket when the cover 


plate is affixed to 

21. The co\ 
outlet is disposed 


electrical outlet . 
ber of claim 12, wherein the electrical 
hole, and the front surface covers the 


entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at least one 
socket when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

22. A cover plate tok covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device, each: of the at least one socket including a face 
and a plurality of £>lade apertures for receiving plug blades, the 
cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plape so the blade apertures are in substantial alignment 
with the/ at least two blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when thfe cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades ; and 
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at least one securing aperture extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the at least one secusing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to 
the receptacle; / 

the front surface of /the cover plate containing a first 
region substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the blade apertures and the at least one securing 
aperture and a second region which contains the portion of the 
front surface othey than the first region, the front surface 
having a discontinuity between the first and second regions, the 
first region otherwise being continuous , having uniform 
topography, ana being free of any other apertures, and the second 
region otherwise being continuous, haying uniform topography, and 
being free yof any apertures . 

23. /The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the first region 
is elevated outwardly from the front surface relative to the 
second / region . 
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24. The c&ver plate o4 claim 22, wherein the first region 
is recessed /Inwardly from the front surface relative to the 


second region . , ( 

- ft / // 

* 25 . The cover plate of claim 2^. f wherein each of the first 

and second regions of the front surface is substantially planar. 
|> 2/6 . The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein a substantial 


portion of the second region is substantially planar. 

IS . II 

2/f . The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the back surface 
includes at least one thinned receiving area sized to receive the 
at least one socket of the receptacle such that the at least one 
receiving area receives and mates to the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

28. Th^ cover plate of claim 22, wherein a portion of the 
back surface being shaped to directly contact and be 



substantially flush with the face of the at least one socket. 
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The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein the front surface 


covers the entire face of the at least one socket except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affixed to the electrical outlet. 
^ 30 . TJfce cover plate of claim 22 , wherein the receptacle 
includes /a face portion corresponding t^ the face of the at least 
one socket, and the front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cov^r the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
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blade apertures of t&e at, least one socket and the at least one 
securing aperture/of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
^affixed to the /electrical outlet. 


$1 . The cover plate of claim wherein each of the first 


and second regions of the front surface is substantially smooth. 

The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein a portion of the 


back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 

flush with the face of the at least one socket when the cover 

I 

plate \ is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

— *$ m jfr 

^ The cover plate of claim yi f wherein the electrical 

; outlet is disposed in a hole, and the front surface is sized to 
cover the entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at 
least one socket and the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet. 

- 5 1 / 

jpS . A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket, each of the stt least one socket including a face and a 
plurality of blad^r apertures for receiving plug blades, the cover 
plate comprisi 

a front /surf ace for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and/externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface iror facing toward the electrical outlet; 
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a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate and through the front and back^ surfaces and positioned in 
the cover plate so the blade apertures /are in substantial 
alignment with the. blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the cover plate is affixed t<y the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades; 

the front surface of the/ cover plate containing a first 
region substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the blade aperpire& and a second region which contains 
the portion of the froiit surface other than the first region, the 
front surface having/ a discontinuity between the first and second 
regions, the firsy region otherwise being continuous, having 
uniform topography, and being free of any other apertures, and 
the second re go. on .otherwise being continuous, having uniform 

topography, yand being free of any apertures. 

^ $4 

. ^Phe cover plate of claim JrS', wherein the first region 

is elevated outwiardly firoifc the ^rpnt siijrf&c^ relative to the 

second/region . 

ferf . The cover plate of claim wherein the first region 


is /reces 


second 


sed inwardly^ £rorp the front surface relative to the 




The cover plate of claim wherein each of the f i^rst 

and second regions of the front surface is substantially planar. 
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The cover plate of claim ^5, wherein a substantial 


portion of the second region is substantially planar. 

The cover plate of claim $S f wherein the back surface 
includes at least one thinned receiving area sized to receive the 
at least one socket of the receptacle such that the at least one 
receiving area receives and mates to the at least one socket when 
the cover elate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

The cover plate of claim 2o , wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one. socket. 

^£fT The cover plate of claim 2& , wherein the front surface 
covers the entire face of the at least one socket except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 


is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

The cover plaice of claim 3*5, wherein the receptacle 


includes a face port/ion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket, and ifne front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one 
securing aperture of the receptacle when the coyer plate is 

*~af fixed to the electrical outlet. 22- - 

ysl . The cover plate of claim wherein each of the first 

and second regions of the front surface is substantially smooth. 
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jfe . The cover plate 9^ claim ^5, wherein the electrical 
outlet is disposed in a/nole, and the front surface is sized to 
cover the entire hoife except for the blade apertures of the at. 
least one socket and the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle/when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlel 

Jtf>. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet , the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle^ having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aper/ure for receiving a 
securing device, each of the at lea£t one socket including a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades , the 
cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facfng outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so thes blade apertures are in substantial alignment 


with the at 


when the cove 


ft two blade apertures of the at least one socket 
Late is affixed to the electrical outlet for 


receiving tne plug blades ; and 
_ least 
bnrc 


at least one securing aperture extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
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cover plate so the at least one securing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet f0r receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning ythe cover plate with respect to 
the receptacle; 

the front surface o& the cover plate comprising a first 
region substantially / jfectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the/blad^ apertures and the at least one securing 
aperture and [a ysecond region which contains the portion of the 
front surface other than the first region, the front surface 
having a ^discontinuity between the first and second regions . 
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